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Friends of America250PA Chester County
28 W. Market St. - West Chester PA 19382
610.696.8211
cc250@chescocf.org   https://america250chesco.org/

America250PA Chester County is an initiative of Chester County Government,
with the Community Foundation serving as project manager.

Hugh Bleemer, Ajené Livingston, Stephenie Stevens, Outreach Officers
Angela Scully, Jason Arbacheski, Connie Carter, Resource Outreach Officers
Heather Reiffer, 250 Senior Coordinator
Karen Simmons, 250 Project Director, karen@chescocf.org
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CC250 BACKGROUND

×In Chester County and across the nation, the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence is a unique opportunity to commemorate historic achievements, renew 
our commitment to democratic ideas, and inspire the American spirit. 

×LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ Life, Liberty, and the  
Pursuit of Happiness which were enshrined in the United States Constitution.

×The rich history of Chester County embodies our pursuit of those Revolutionary ideals: 

o Here, William Penn established a colony based on religious freedom and tolerance. 

o Agricultural bounty and industrial innovation ŦǳŜƭŜŘ ƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ growth. 

o Chester County was the site of decisive military actions that led to ultimate victory. 

o A deep-rooted commitment to equality for all supported strong anti-slavery and 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ rights movements.
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CC250 urges all to draw upon 
/ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ 
Heritage Sites, combined with 
Community Events and compelling 
History and Civics Outreach & 
Education initiatives, drawing from:

o The Power of Our Place
Philadelphia Campaign 
Iron, Steel & Industry 
Pathway to Freedom and
Natural Landscapes/Agriculture

o The American Experiment and 
Unfinished Revolutions 
by and for We the People

Examine our continuing journey 
of evolving values and creative 
expression 

Themes drawn from Chester County Heritage Tourism Plan, 2024
https://www.chescoplanning.org/Historic/HeritageTourism.cfm
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