
America250PA Chester County (CC250) Commission  Hybrid Meeting 
Government Services Center – Room 171 January 8, 2026 – 4:00 pm 
601 Westtown Road, West Chester, PA  19380 

4:00 p.m. 1. CALL TO ORDER 

A. Chair’s Welcome Michelle Kichline 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT Chair     

4:05 p.m. 3. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approval of Commission Meeting Minutes – December 4, 2025 Action 

4:10 p.m. 5. COMMITTEE REPORTS Chair & Committee Officers 

A. Nominating Committee
1) Nominations & Approval for Slate of CC250 Officers for 2026 Action 

B. Heritage Sites Committee
C.  Education Committee
D. Marketing and Communications Committee
E. Fundraising Committee
F. Partnerships Committee
G. Technology Committee

5:00 p.m. 6. A250PA CHESTER COUNTY (CC250) BUSINESS Chair & Matt Edmond 

A. Reminder on Jan.16th event with PA250
B. State Ethics Forms
C. Keep Chester County Beautiful – 2026 projects
D. America 250 Chester County Commission Charitable Fund – Spend Discussion

5:30 p.m. 7. PARTNER WORK UPDATES 

A. Planning Commission
1) Kiosks – DCED grants for FY 26/27        Jeannine Speirs 
2) County Budget Update Matt Edmond 
3) Video Time Capsule Jeannine Speirs 
4) CC250 Traveling Exhibit David Blackburn 
5) HIN Brochure Design Jeannine Speirs 
6) Liberty Trail App Jeannine Speirs 
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B. Community Partners
1) Chester County Community Foundation Karen Simmons 
2) Chester County Tourism Susan Hamley 
3) Chester County History Center Conor Hepp 
4) Chester County Parks Department Dave Stauffer 

5:55 p.m. 8.   NEW BUSINESS Chair

6:00 p.m. 9. ADJOURN Chair 

Next monthly meeting – February 5, 2026 
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Action Items 
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MINUTES: Chester County A250PA Commission Monthly Meeting     December 4, 2025        
Hybrid – Chester County Government Services Center, Suite 351 East 

MEMBERS PRESENT IN PERSON: Jane Dorchester, Fernando Fonseca, Krystine Sipple, Mark 
Slouf, Robert Williams 

MEMBERS PRESENT VIA ZOOM: Sam Bissenbina, MarySue Boyle, James Christ, Jennifer 
Green, Susan Hamley, Larycia Hawkins, Conor Hepp, Michelle Kichline, MaryFrances McGarrity, 
Winifred Moran Sebastian, Bruce Mowday, Beverly Sheppard, Randell Spackman, Dr. tonya 
thames-taylor (T3), James Ziegler 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS PRESENT IN PERSON: None. 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS PRESENT VIA ZOOM: Karen Simmons (CCCF), Dave Stauffer (CC 
Parks) 

CCPC STAFF PRESENT IN PERSON: David Blackburn, Bronwen Barnett, Gene Huller, Jeannine 
Speirs 

CCPC STAFF PRESENT VIA ZOOM: None 

VISITORS PRESENT IN PERSON: Cole Bauer and guest representing the business of Cutter & 
Cannon. 

VISITORS PRESENT VIA ZOOM: Mathew Mowatt of Cutter & Cannon 

CALL TO ORDER: 
The regular monthly meeting of the Chester County A250PA Commission held in person at 
the Chester County Government Services Center and via Zoom audio/video on Thursday, December 
4, 2025, was called to order at 4:05 P.M. by Michelle Kichline, Chair.  

PUBLIC COMMENT: There were two guests attending in person from the business Cutter & 
Cannon, a rum, whiskey and bourbon distillery new to the area in West Goshen township.  Cole 
Bauer, Owner/Master Distiller, introduced himself and the patriotic / revolutionary theme of his 
products, notably a 250th Anniversary bottle product that is launching soon. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

A MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA WAS MADE BY JANE DORCHESTER, 
SECONDED BY MARK SLOUF, AND PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE OF THE 
COMMISSION. 
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THE CONSENT AGENDA INCLUDED: APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE 
NOVEMBER 6, 2025, MEETING OF THE CHESTER COUNTY A250PA COMMISSION AND 
APPROVAL OF THE 2026 MEETING DATES FOR CHESTER COUNTY A250PA 
COMMISSION. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Nominating Committee – Randell Spackman 
• The Committee has reached out to the current officers, and all are willing to serve

for another year.  The final slate will be presented at the January meeting for vote.

Heritage Sites Committee – Mark Slouf 
• The Chester County Commissioners have approved our request for the funding

for the kiosks in the amount of $152,937. The Committee is now contacting
Heritage Sites with an updated questionnaire, and the Planning Commission is
creating an RFP for a contractor for installation.

Education Committee – Beverly Sheppard 
• The information packet with historical sites, resources and teaching materials is

nearly complete. Once reviewed it will be sent to the I.U. for distribution.
• Fred Fonseca has compiled a list of “25 Resources for 250” – containing places,

ideas, and resources for teachers.
• Each library in Chester County will have the above information.
• Field trips have already been established for this school year, or school districts

are not scheduling field trips outside of the classroom; however, we continue to
reach out to each school to distribute materials, with the understanding field trips
may be scheduled for the following year.

Marketing and Communication Committee – Jane Dorchester and David Blackburn 
• The committee is creating a guide on how to submit event announcements to the

website and, with the Partnership Committee, creating links to help organizations
and volunteers connect.  A press release is scheduled soon that will announce the
new website and the process for submitting events and the volunteer links.

• Several social media posts for December were reviewed and approved.
• A DRAFT Publishing and Author’s Style Guide has been created with the

following parameters:
o Event announcements may go on social media.
o Articles will go on website but not on social media.
o All Commission members can submit articles, however, we will reduce or

curtail public article submittals with an eye toward preferred authors NOT
on Commission who maintain historical accuracy.  Sources used for the
articles must be listed and will be vetted.

Page 5 of 20



o No political propaganda or political views will be published. Decisions
will be made on a case-by-case basis regarding publishing events of
historical nature that are sponsored by political parties.

Fundraising Committee – Michelle Kichline and Winifred Moran Sebastian 
• Chester County Community Foundation (CCCF) will sponsor the Chester County

Bells Across PA bell.  The bell is in production and the location most likely will
be near or at the historic Courthouse. A draft placard has been emailed to the
Planning Commission, and it includes the CCCF logo and 250PA logo. NEXT
STEPS: David Blackburn will follow up on including website information on the
bell plaque and confirming the final logos included.

• A list of fundraising items has been created by Jane Dorchester and the MarCom
Committee. A question was raised on the possibility of creating a banner,
however, there have not been funds raised yet for this.  NEXT STEPS: MarCom
will investigate an estimate on banners and lawn signs to have a specific ask.

• When the new depository has been created, it will create a smoother process for
fundraising asks.

Partnerships Committee – Randell Spackman 

• Working with the MarCom Committee, an online process for connecting
volunteers with organizations and events has been discussed and in process of
being designed.

• There are major events and speaking engagements with 250 themes/presentations
ramping up and scheduled for 2026 and beyond.  Notable events include Battle of
the Clouds Celebration on May 30, the Spackman Davis Farm Celebration on
June 20, and an upcoming Chester County Farm Show.

Technology Committee – Sam Bissenbina 
• While the current project is the revised CC250 website, the Committee is likely to

be involved in the near future with the kiosk programming, geo-mapping, and
other initiatives.

WORK UPDATES 

Planning Commission 
• Jeannine Speirs reported on the continuing work focusing on the Kiosk project,

notably on the RFP for the current grant (covering 9 kiosks), and the Heritage
Sites Committee interviews of the various kiosk host sites on their interest and
readiness for a kiosk install.

• Phase 2 Kiosk grant application was submitted to the Commonwealth Financing
Authority ahead of the November 30 deadline (10 more kiosks ~ $311k).  Letters
of support have been obtained from National and State organizations.  The
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application expands on the project’s purpose and details how Phase 1 and Phase 2 
will work together. 

• The budget for the Video Time Capsule has been reduced, and accordingly the
video has been shortened to nine minutes.  An outline to accomplish the video
within these parameters has been drafted and is being reviewed by Becky Brain.

• Two more libraries have signed on for the Travelling Exhibit – Oxford and
Avondale.  The first install is at Hankin Library on Jan 5 – 31 at Ludwig’s Corner.
The exhibit is also being scheduled at County facilities – most notably at the
Justice Center. Any interest in scheduling the exhibit for any institution, email
Cliff Parker at ccarchives@chesco.org.

• State Funding update - the Legislature did not include a line item in the budget for
the Tri-County extravaganza discussed.  The Governor had asked for $68M for
A250, and the legislature passed approximately $50M for 2026.

o $15M in new funding for regional events security (Phila)
o $36.5M to plan and execute internationally recognized events in Tourism

Promotion Fund. Susan Hamley clarified that $50K goes to marketing for
tourism through State Tourism office.  Some of these funds may come to
us as grants for co-ops so there are some programs we should consider.

o In summary, funds are going to the major “marquee” events and not to
counties and municipalities.

• The HIN brochure design is ongoing.  It will tie together what is county policy in
the Heritage Tourism plan and marketing for CC250. Once we receive funding
from CCCF, we will be hiring an outside firm for the design.

• We are working with the East and West Goshen 250th group to update the
functioning for the interactive map for Battle of the Clouds on the CCPC website.
CCPC has committed resources and staff to update the technology, and this work
represents our first community partnership. This map will be updated in time for
the May 30, 2026, 250th event at East Goshen Park.

• We also now have a National partnership with the American Battlefield Trust,
putting together a Philadelphia Campaign driving tour app using their very
successful Liberty Trail app.  This app will be centered in Chester and Delaware
Counties and is expected to roll out in the Summer of 2027 in time for the 250th of
the Philadelphia Campaign.

• Beverly Sheppard requested that content from the brochure and other materials be
made available for review for possible inclusion in our educational tools.

A250PA CC Commission 

• David Blackburn provided an update on the County Budget and the 5% operating
budget cut. Considering these budget cuts, we are fortunate for the capital funding
for our Kiosk project we are told is in the draft budget.

• The America250PA event on January 16th will be held at the History Center in
Horticultural Hall. We are the first stop in a series of 67 kickoff events across
Pennsylvania. The organizers are looking for a $1,000 sponsorship for this event.

Page 7 of 20

mailto:ccarchives@chesco.org


• MaryFrances McGarrity announced the National Flag Foundation will be bringing
their Flag Sojourn 250 flag to Chester County on Friday February 13th to the
historic Chester County Courthouse.

Community Partners 
• Chester County Community Foundation – Karen Simmons reported on the current

activities and efforts of the Foundation and the Friends of A250.
• Brandywine Valley Tourism - Susan Hamley mentioned that the FIFA will be

announcing the teams for the 2026 World Cup matches in Philadelphia, which
will affect Chester County tourism is marketed in 2026.

• History Center - Conor Hepp reported on the Center’s 250 efforts.  Anne
Skillman’s new position as Community Engagement Officer will focus on
engaging townships on the History Center’s collection and to help them develop
programs and exhibits.  Also planned for 2026 is a new podcase, bus tour,
walking tour, and an exhibit called “Who’s Revolution Was It?”

• Chester County Park Department – Dave Stauffer reported that the Parks
interpretive signage has been put on pause due to County funding in 2026.  It is
unclear if the 2025 approved funding can be carried forward.

NEW BUSINESS 
• Mark Slouf announced the Annual Tree Lighting at Martin’s Tavern in

Marshallton on Saturday December 6th from 4 – 6 pm.
• Jim Christ announced the Paoli Battlefield Reach Across America event on

Saturday, December 13 from 11am – 12 pm.
• T3 announced a December 20th Let Freedom Ring event at People’s Hall from 1 –

2 pm which includes a Dare to Declare reading and a holiday sing along.
• Michelle Kichline thanked the staff of the CCPC for their efforts and progress

this year.

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, A MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 5:24 PM WAS 
MADE BY JIM CHRIST, SECONDED BY SAM BISSENBINA, AND PASSED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE OF THE COMMISSION. 

Respectfully submitted, 

            MaryFrances McGarrity, Secretary 
Chester County A250PA Commission 

MM/brb 
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Committee Reports 
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As of 1/1/2026

Michelle Kichline, Chair Jane Dorchester, Cmte Chair Sam Bissenbina, Cmte Chair Mark Slouf, Cmte Chair
Winifred Moran Sebastian, Vice Chair Sam Bissenbina, Chair, Website Sub-Cmte Adam Desch Mary Sue Boyle
Krys Sipple, Vice Chair Nicole Flamer Ernie Holling James Christ
MaryFrances McGarrity, Corporate Secretary Larycia Hawkins Barbara Cohen
Mark Slouf Bruce Mowday Fernando Fonseca
Randell Spackman Savannah Flores Randell Spackman
Robert Williams Emma Brennan tonya thames-taylor

Robert Williams
James Ziegler

CCPC Staff Liaisons CCPC Staff Liaisons CCPC Staff Liaisons CCPC Staff Liaisons
Matt Edmond Matt Edmond David Blackburn David Blackburn
David Blackburn David Blackburn Carolyn Oakley Jeannine Speirs
Jeannine Speirs Carolyn Oakley Beth Cunliffe

Beth Cunliffe

Beverly Sheppard, Cmte Chair Michelle Kichline, CC250 Chair Randell Spackman, Cmte Chair Randell Spackman, Cmte Chair
Fernando Fonseca Winifred Moran Sebastian, Cmte Chair Adam Desch Jane Dorchester
Jennifer Green MaryFrances McGarrity Conor Hepp tonya thames-taylor
Lisa Doan Harley Laura Manion Laura Manion

Krys Sipple MaryFrances McGarrity
Winifred Moran Sebastian
Beverly Sheppard

CCPC Staff Liaisons CCPC Staff Liaisons CCPC Staff Liaisons
David Blackburn Matt Edmond David Blackburn

Purple shading = Committee member not member 
of CC250 Commission

Education Committee Fundraising Committee Partnerships Committee Nominating Committee

Mar Com Committee Technology Committee

Chester County America250 Committees

Executive Committee Heritage Sites Committee
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Draft of workflow for Kiosk project- Mark Slouf HSLC, Chair. 

Questionaire compiled (HSLC) to gather pertinent site information for RFP 
(Jeannine Speirs). 

Specifics to be included in RFP- 
1) Assumes 9 new sites (meeting specified requirements) and 2 existing.
2) Design and manufacturer of Kiosk-by consultant or other?
3) Categorization of kiosks-3 types (indoor wall, outdoor wall, pedestal).

Layout or Format of Kiosk content-Inclusive of Heritage Tourism 
1) Uniformity and latest technology.
2) Marshallton Village HC has always been thought of as a prototype of
future kiosks, however, being 7 years old, its technology may be outdated.

3) Input from Susan Hamley (CCVC).
4) RFP should include consultant picking out the format with approval by ?.
5) RFP should note differing format between Main streets and heritage sites

Creation of Historical Content- 
1) CC Historic Preservation Network (CCHPN) to work with individual sites

to gather and write historical content. 
2) Quality Check-
3) Narrative to be edited by MarCom and forwarded to consultant.

Selection of consultant to work with CCPC, CCVC, HSLC. - To implement. 

Ownership, Insurance, Maintenance, Monitoring, Connectivity and 
Administration. 

Note: Will need eventual contract between parties- 
1) County to own and insure.
2) Maintenance & Utilities by site.
3) Connectivity/Monitoring by CCVC.
4) Administration? CCPC, CCHPN, HSLC.   ????

Continuing the HIN Legacy- 
Create a select group as outlined in CC’s Heritage Tourism Plan. 
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Marketing and Communications Committee Report 
For the January 8, 2026 Chester County 250th Commission Meeting 

December 24, 2025 

The Marketing and Communications (MarCom) Committee met on December 16, 2025, at which 
we discussed the following: 

Website Subcommittee Report 
1. The Subcommittee continues to work on tweaking the Website.
2. The Subcommittee created and posted a guide to how to submit events announcements to

the website and David has continued to spread the word that organizations and other
entities can submit events announcements to our website

3. The Subcommittee is still working on finding ways to link volunteers to those organizations
and other entities that need them.  They have added a “do you need volunteers” line to the
event announcement guide.

4. We need help in getting the contact information for those entities that would like to
volunteer and that need volunteers.

Logo Sharing 
1. David was approached about allowing entities to use our logo on their events

announcements.  We were concerned that if we let whoever use our logo, it would look like
we were supported that event/entity.  So we decided to design a special graphic with “We
Support” followed by our logo.  Once this graphic has been approved, we will give entities
the opportunity to use our logo via the how to post events guidelines.  This way, we have a
chance to see who is asking to use the logo, and if they are not an appropriate group, we will
not send it to them.

Authors’ Style Guide 
1. We are working on creating a more detailed guide regarding citation and source

requirements.
2. We are in the process of discussing whether we should accept articles from “vetted” outside

authors or keep the authorship in house.

Kiosk Content Review 
1. As far as I know, we will be reviewing content submitted to us by the entities who will be

hosting the kiosks.

Events Promotion 
1. We have been in communication with George Rotsch, publisher of Chadds Ford Live.  He

has been advised to check our website on a regular basis for events announcements that he
can then share with his audience.

2. He has suggested that we exchange articles – some of his articles will be submitted to our
website and some of our articles will be reprinted in his media.  The Committee needs to
discuss this idea further and set ground rules or procedures.

We would be happy to have a few more members. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Jane E. Dorchester, Chairman 
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Work Updates 
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#JoinUs
#JoinUs

www.America250PA.org

www.America250PA.org

America250PA’s 
Chester County Kick-Off Event

Chester County History Center
225 N. High Street, West Chester, PA 19380

January 16, 2026

1 P.M. - 2:30 P.M.

You are cordially invited to 

2026 is almost here! Beginning January 16 in Philadelphia, 
America250PA will kick off the Semiquincentennial year with 

a two-week tour of all 67 counties—celebrating at courthouses 
and historic sites across Pennsylvania. 

CLICK HERE TO RSVP

Coordinating Pennsylvania’s commemoration of 
America’s 250th anniversary and highlighting the impact
of our people on the nation’s past, present, and future.
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Chester County Archives & Records 

Forged in Freedom Travelling Exhibit 

JANUARY: Henrietta Hankin Branch Library 

FEBRUARY: Easttown Library 

MARCH: Phoenixville Public Library 

APRIL: Tredyffrin Public Library 

MAY: Springton Manor Farm County Park 

JUNE: Chester County Library, Exton 

JULY: Nottingham County Park 

AUGUST: Downingtown Public Library 

SEPTEMBER: Warwick County Park 

OCTOBER: Spring City Public Library 

NOVEMBER: Kennett Library 

DECEMBER: Atglen Public Library 

2026 Programs 

JANUARY 29th @ noon: Stomping Grounds: Tracing Your Chester County Ancestral Lands 
[virtual] 

MARCH 12th @ noon: Stars and Spectra: The Life & Legacy of Charlotte Moor Sitterly 
[virtual] 

APRIL 1st @ noon: From Chester County to Independence Hall:  The Life of John Morton 
[virtual] 

AUGUST 27th @ noon: Walking Warwick County Park [virtual] 

OCTOBER 8th: tour of the Archives [in-person] 

NOVEMBER 12th:  Surveying Chester County [virtual] 

More information on the exhibit and programs may be found here: 
https://www.chesco.org/5383/Events 
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CCCF Proprietary & Confidential 1
Partner Update:  1/08/26

Community Foundation

Karen Simmons, karen@chescocf.org
Heather Reiffer, Angela Scully, Kim Andrews, Emily Dina, Beth Krallis
https://cccf250.org/   cccf250@chescocf.org

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ORGANIZING/ACTIVATION/MOBILIZATION

1. Greater West Chester 4th Mon 2-3 
2. Main Line 2nd Mon noon   
3. Phoenixville: 4th Tues 3-4 
4. Southern Chester County 4th Wed 2-3 
5. Coatesville

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION “LET FREEDOM RING” PROGRAMS
1. w/National Constitution Center co-promote America’s Town Hall zooms
2. w/National Constitution Center & WHYY PBS

co-promote free Ken Burns “The American Revolution” watch-parties in ChesCo
4. w/VF NHP support Dare to Declare/Community Conversations w/Wish Walls

    Retained Emily Sneff PhD & Stephen Lyons to customize for ChesCo.  
    Promoting. 32 Dare to Declare Event Host signups for summer 2026
    Dare to Declare Video Red Carpet Premieres…Jan 2026

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FUNDING: MINI-GRANTS 
1. Let Freedom Ring: Events, Activities & Program Funding.

Eligible to apply: Orgs participating in hyper-local regional activation groups
Fast-track grant applications; monthly decisions. $2,500 - $5,000 - $10,000

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FUNDING:  
New Heritage Centers: Fundraising Capacity Building Grant Projects
1. Tredyffrin Heritage Center at Duportail House: $350K FR Goal
2. Paoli Battlefield Heritage Center: $500K FR Goal $325 Local Share Awarded 12/18/25
3. Thornbury Farm Heritage Center: $375K FR Goal
4. Dilworthtown Heritage Center:  $TBD FR Goal

Muni, Muni Hist Comm
Heritage, History, Civic NPOs
Arts, Culture, Community NPOs
Chambers of Comm, Main St Assoc, 
Businesses
Libraries, Scouts, Ys, Veterans groups

Page 16 of 20

mailto:karen@chescocf.org
https://cccf250.org/
mailto:cccf250@chescocf.org


CCCF Proprietary & Confidential 2
Comitta Announces State Investments in
Community and Municipal Services
West Chester, Pa (December 18, 2025) – Fifteen municipalities and three 
organizations in Chester County were awarded state grant funding for projects 
to address flooding, strengthen infrastructure, support emergency services, 
upgrade public works, improve parks, prevent homelessness, promote local 
history, and enhance health and human services, state Senator Carolyn 
Comitta announced today.

“From repairing roads and bridges to upgrading public works and public safety 
equipment to expanding parks and recreational opportunities, these 
investments can make a big difference to ensuring a strong quality of life in 
communities across Chester County,” said Comitta. “As a former mayor and 
borough council member, I know just how important these investments are to 
ensuring health, safety, and opportunity for all residents and families.”

The funds, which come through the Pennsylvania Department of Community 
and Economic Development’s Local Share Account Program, were approved 
today by the Commonwealth Financing Authority.

In addition to Comitta, the 18 projects that were awarded funding are 
represented by State Representatives Christina Sappey, Chris Pielli, Dan 
Williams, Danielle Friel Otten, Melissa Shusterman, and Kristine Howard.
In total, they amount to a $5.8 million state investment in Chester County 
municipalities and local communities. They include:

$325,000 for Malvern Borough for the Paoli Memorial Association to build 

the Heritage Center at Paoli Memorial Park. The funds will be used to 

construct a single-story timber-framed structure that will serve as the new 

Heritage Center on the site, along with connections to utilities, a driveway, 

parking, exhibit space, and interpretative signage.

Senator Carolyn Comitta

As we gear up to celebrate our nation’s 
250th anniversary, residents and 
visitors will be exploring the various 
cultural and historical sites across 
Chester County to better connect with 
our rich and storied past.

That’s why I was glad to work with Rep. 
Lawrence for funding for the Oxford 
Area Historical Association's building 
and with Rep. Kristine Howard for 
funding toward the Heritage Center at 
the Paoli Memorial Grounds & 
Malvern Memorial Park.

Together, we are investing in our 
historical sites, learning from our past, 
and charting a strong path forward in 
Chester County.
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CCCF Proprietary & Confidential 5
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
ORGANIZING/ACTIVATION/MOBILIZATION

Greater West Chester Region Confirmed Events
Date Place Event Title Contact

Thurs, Sept 11, 2025 WCU Student Veterans Group 9/11 Remembrance event Jeremy Ruspantine

Sept 11, 2025 - Chester County 
History Center 
(CCHC)

The Bias Inside Us - Smithsonian Exhibit at CCHC Conor Hepp
20-Jan-26

Wed, Sept 17, 2025 CONSTITUTION DAY

Thurs, Nov 8, 2025 CCHC
West Chester Film Festival 20th Anniv Gala/Announce 
Let Freedom Ring theme

Victoria  

Spring 2026
ChesCo Courthouse 
OR Justice Center

Flag Raising Ceremony by Scouting America in 
partnership with National Flag Foundation & Sheriff’s 
Assoc of Chester County

Jake Segal, Scouting 
America- ChesCo Cncl(date TBD)

Fri, Apr 24, 2026

CCHC

West Chester Film Festival theme for History, Heritage, 
Independence, Let Freedom Ring, Unfinished Business, 
What America Means to Me

Victoria
Sat, Apr 25, 2026 WC Film Festival

Sun, Apr 26, 2026

Fri, May 1, 2026
Law Day - celebrates the Rule of Law. Awards to 
employees and citizens.

Greg Nardi, ChesCo Bar 
Association

M 5/11 – S 5/17/26 Newtown Square 2026 PGA Tour  at Aronomink Golf Club
Mon, May 25, 2026 MEMORIAL DAY

Sat, May 30, 2026 East Goshen Park

East Goshen Park Parade
Nate Wolman, West 
Goshen Historical 
Commission

Thomas Jefferson reenactor to read Declaration of 
Independence
Fireworks & Drone Display

Sun, June 14, 2026 FLAG DAY
Sun, June 14, 2026 Phila FIFA World Cup at Lincoln Financial Field
Fri, June 19, 2026 JUNETEENTH

Sat, June 20, 2026
Spackman-Davis 
Farm, Downingtown 

3rd Annual Spackman-Davis Farm Historic Longest Table 
Picnic & Dare to Declare

Mark Evans, Laura 
DeMatteo & Don Vymazal 

26-Jun-26 TBD Naturalization Ceremony Greg Nardi, ChesCo Bar 

Tues. July 14, 2026 Phila MLB All Star Game at Citizens Bank Park

Wed, July 1, 2026 WCU Stadium

West Chester University Todd Marcocci

Field Show Competition at WCU, ticketed event; World 
Association of Marching Band Shows (WAMSB) USA 
Regional Competition

Under the Sun Productions

Thurs, July 2, 2026 WCU Asplundh Hall
West Chester University
Complimentary concert at Asplundh Hall

Sat, July 4, 2026 INDEPENDENCE DAY

Sat., July 19, 2026 Marshallton
Friends of Martin's Tavern Ice Cream Social & Dare to 
Declare

Mark Slouf

Sat & Sun, 
August 1 OR 2, 2026

Downtown West 
Chester

WC Parks & Rec & Keith Kurowski

WC Area Council of Governments WC Parks & Rec

Parade, Party, and Drone Zone in  downtown West 
Chester 
-Parade similar to WC Borough for 225th anniv in 2024 Katie Walker

-Each municipality would be part of a division of the 
parade to feature their take on how USA 250 relates to
them

West Chester Chamber of 
Commerce

-Rooftop event similar to “Up On the Roof” WCBID party 
-50 piece drone show launched from top of Bicentennial 
garage deck

Mon, Sept  7, 2026 LABOR DAY
Fri, Sept 11, 2026 WCU Student Veterans Group 9/11 Remembrance event Jeremy Ruspantine

Mon, Nov 2, 2025
Fugett Middle 
School 

Chester County Concert Band Concert for WCASD
Leslie Burnick
ChesCo Concert Band

Tues, Nov 3, 2026 ELECTION DAY
Wed, Nov 11, 2026 VETERAN’S DAY

Southern Chester County CONFIRMED EVENTS
Date Place Event Title Contact

Sun., Nov 16 2025

PBS Watch Party Ken Burns's "The American Revolution" documentary 
premieres on PBS.  Airs for 6 consecutive nights.  Explores 
the country's founding struggle and the eight-year War for 
Independence

Chelsea Wirth, 
Community ProgramsKennett Library

M5/11 - S5/17 2026 Newtown Square 2026 PGA Tour at Aronimink Golf Club

Sat., May 16, 2026
Brandywine 
Battlefield Park

Amazing Race to Brandywine Troy Grubb, 
Brandywine Battlefield 
ParkFollow the marching path of the British to Birmingham Hill

Mon., May 25, 2026 MEMORIAL DAY
Sun., June 14, 2026 FLAG DAY
Sun., June 14, 2026 Phila FIFA World Cup at Lincoln Financial Field
Fri., June 19, 2026 JUNETEENTH

Thurs., June 25, 2026
Longwood Gardens 
Open Air Theatre

Made in America:  Brandywine Symphony presents a 
commissioned original work of America’s favorite patriotic 
tunes.

Colin Hanna & Dr. Tim 
Blair, Board VC & 
Chair

Possibly preceded by Dare to Declare at Longwood Beer 
Garden

Wed., July 1, 2026 Phila MLB All Star Game at Citizens Bank Park
Sat., July 4, 2026 INDEPENDENCE DAY
1-Aug-26 Delaware Theatre Co Voices of Brandywine Troy Grubb, BrBattle

Mon., Sept 7, 2026 LABOR DAY
Fri., 9/11/26 Brandywine BP Remembrance Day Troy Grubb, BrBattle

Fri., Sept 11 –
Sun Sept 13, 2026

Chadds Ford 
Historical Society

Battle of Brandywine Encampment & Re-Enactment Randell Spackman,

Colonial / Revolutionary Chadds Ford Days BBTF & CFHS

Dare to Declare readings & discussions

Sept 2026 writing 
workshops American Legion 

Oratorical Contest at 
Kennett Library

https://www.legion.org/get-involved/youth-
programs/oratorical-contest

Chelsea Wirth, 
Community Programs

Oct 2026 public 
speaking
Nov 2026 present

Since 1938, the American Legion Oratorical Contest develops 
deeper knowledge & appreciation for the Constitution 
among high school students. 

Chris Manna, ExecDir
Collis Townsend, Chair

Nov-26 Kennett Library Art Gallery: The Constitution & Our Veterans Chelsea Wirth 

Tues., Nov. 3, 2026 ELECTION DAY
Wed., Nov. 11, 2026 VETERAN’S DAY
2027 Spring Brandywine BP Camping with the Continentals: An Immersion Troy Grubb, BrBattle

Main Line Confirmed Events
Date Place Event Title Contact

5/28/2026 Malvern Boro Town Tour and Village Walk MalvernBoroHistory@malvern.or
g

5/26/2026 McGuigan Hall, MB Historical Commission Lyceum Night (topic TBA) MalvernBoroHistory@malvern.or
g

Saturdays May - Nov Burke Park, Mboro Malvern Farmers Market - Growing Roots Partners info@growingrootspartners.com

5/30/2026 Paoli Battlefield Paoli Battlefield Walking Tour https://pbpfinc.org/contact-us/

5/30/2026
Paoli Memorial 
Grnds

ChesCo Concert Band and picnic paolimemorial@gmail.com

5/31/2026 Malvern Boro 158th Memorial Parade and 210th Commemoration larrybuck.lb@gmail.com

Date TBD Malvern Boro Root Beer Float Social MalvernBoroHistory@malvern.or
g

5/30/2026 Malvern Mem Cabin Movie Night (title TBD) MalvernCabin@gmail.com

Malvern Boro Mural Walk
Scoops N Smiles Sales@scoops-and-smiles.com

Sat, July 4, 2026 INDEPENDENCE DAY
Sat., July 4 2026 DuPortail House Dare to Declare at DuPortail
Sat., July 4, 2026 Wilson Farm Park 4th of July Celebration   fireworks at dusk www.tredyffrin.org

Mon, Sept 7, 2026 LABOR DAY
Tues, Nov 3, 2026 ELECTION DAY
Wed, Nov 11, 2026 VETERAN’S DAY
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